A REPLY TO MR. BLAUSS.

Object of the Brooklyn Ethical ANSo=
cin{iop—Deninls FMade by C., DM
Higmina to  Droppings
into Buddbhisne."

To the Edilor of The New Vork Pintes:

I have read the slashing letter of your

correspondent, John Lincoln Blauss, on
“ Dropping into Ruddhism " in your issue
of May 24, and wish to submit the follow-
ing In reply,

Mr. Biauss seems to imagine so many
vain things ™ and * knows so many things
that are not so,” particularly about the
Brooklyn Ethical Assoclation, itz Oriental
friends, &ec., that I will now endeavor to
set him rizht as to his facls, whiceh he has
£0L rather twisted, in assuming his herolc

attitude of Christian champion against ** the |
black plague of India* -- whalever |

moral

that may mezan,

Now, first:
a4 little siily to conclude that because a
Hindu or a Buddhist lectures belure a cer-
tain society and that soclely treats him in
& gentlemanly, respectful, and sympathotic
way, that this proves that the mombers of
that socicty are conscquently Duddnist or
| Hindu devotces or converts? Idovs the lis-

tening to the expositlon of a man's doctrine
v and the fact of being an interested and re-
spectiul observer of his ceremonlal or rit-
ual constitute a legical and necessary equiv-
alent of an absolute or even quasi-accept-
ance of his system? A Demoerat who at-
tends a Republiean meeting to hear its ar-

guments, study its piatform, and sce and
! admire its great men, therefore becomes a
| Republican in fact! A Protestant who en-

ters a Catholic church to obscerve its ritual,
. learn its dqctrine. and enjoy the charm and
- pomp of its service becomes. of course, a
;devout Catholic. This seems to be about
- the logic of the Blauss letter.
~ Now, " The Brooklyn Ethical Associa-
“tion ”* is simply an educational society, not
in any way partisan or seclarian, and not

committed to any creed or dogma. Its main

purpose, as stated in its Constitutica, is
| simply the scientific study of ethies, poli-

tics, religion, biology, &c¢. Its purpose is
not the blind acceptance of anything on
faith, or the mere word of any one, 1o mat-
~ler how ancient or how modern. Its work
i is the free, untrammeled siudy of all the
" subjects maentioned from the rational stand-
point and by the scientifie method. Now
this attitude and purpose mav strike Mr.,
Blauss as somecthing quile reprehensible,
and as being so " cocksure ™ and * infalll-
Lle* as he calls it, but nevertheless a few
, of us in Brookiyn and elsewhere are firmly

convinced that it is quite s sensible, manly,
and good thing, and wsa shall continne to
act right alonz that line, notwithstanding
the lack of Mr, B.'s approval,

In the pursuit of the objects stated our
society has secured authorized represent-
atives from abroad or profound students at
home of each great rellgion or philosophy
to address us from time to time. Thus, in
the last season of 1806 and 1807 the society
has glven a most unique, valuable, and in-
structive coursse of lectures on the * Evolu-
tion of KEthics,” which has included the fol-
lowing subjects by experts, both native and
foreign:

* Ethies of the Hindus,” " Ethies of Zor-
roasier and the Parsls,” * Buddhism,”" *The
Chinese Sages,” " The Greck Philosophers,”
“*The Hebrews,” * The Mohammedans,”
“Wthics of the New Testament,” * The
German Schools,' * [Itilitarian Ethics,"
and, finally, " Ethics of Evolutlon.”™

Now, let us ask the accurate Alr. Blauss,
who has accused us of belng so * cock
sure® and “ infullible” about everyvthing,
why it {8 that when he charged us with
becoming Buddhist or Hindn converts and
devotees, because we have listened to and
studied wunder representatives of those
creeds, he did not also accuse us of beenme.
ing Farsoes, Stoics, Epicureans, Tauoists,
Jews, Mohammedans, and alse devotses of
Confucius? I suppose Mr. Rlauss's idea is
that each time we hear a lecture we be-
come a convert and devotee of that system.
Hence, Mr. Editor, you will see on looking
over the list given that, according to BMr.
Blauss's lJogic, we should be called the
great religlous chameleon of the age.

No wonder this work disturbs Mr. Blauss
and men Hke him, who would evidently
never have found any fault with us if we
had studied Christianity only, and not given
any thought Lo the other great reliziong
and philesophies of the world which have
done s0 much for humanity, and even for
Christianity itself,

Talking abeut Hindu and Buddhist, 3.
Blauss does not seem to know the difference
between them. He calls our friend Swaml
Vivekananda a Ruddhist priest! Now, he
Is neltber a Buddhist nor a priest. He Is a
Findu monlk, and is a teacher of the Hindu,
Vedantie, or Brahman religions, I do nol
intend, Mr. Editor, to make of your columns
a primer of comparative religlon for Mr,

Blausa's special benefit, but b
the subject he may learn the

-

“moral black plagues of Asia” On this
point he can get a good deal of help from
our Inst course of lectures, as soon as they
are in print. I will say here, however, for

has done would be just about as

Christian, which will, of course, make * our
smiling friend,"” the Swaml!, smile the more.
Now, with as much ignerance and bagd
taste, he has seen fit to call the Swami "' g
philosophical quack,” but he needs no de-
fense on that charge to any one who knows
him, and partienlarly not fromsthe hands of
a4 man who does not know him any better
than to call him a Buddhist priest. Tga
has lectured before Yale and Harvard stu.
dents, and we think he is regarded as any-
thing but an Oriental, philosophical gquaclk
by the Faculties of those colleges.

he next man who arouses your corres-
pondent’s Ire and has drawn out his letter
of Inaccuracles {a H. Dharmapala, =a
Buddhist monk from Ceylon. Dharmapala
gave {wo addresses on Buddhlsm before our
assoclation, has given several lectures in
Chicago, Boston, New York, and clsewhere,
and was so well pleased with the hosplta-
ble and * Christian " style with which he
had been received so far in this country
that, happening to be in Brooklyn at tha
time of a great festival In his religion, he
Invited the members of our soclety and
many others to attend hiz eolehration of
the Buddha's birthday, on the full moon
night in the month of May, which celebra-
tion he gave with the Buddhist eeremonies
as near as he could with the faeilities zf-
forded by his Brooklyn friends. Ewvon that
grand old Christian, IFather Malone of
Brooklyn, was 50 far corrupted by us that
on request of 2 promlnent member he
actually loaned his censer for the oeca-
slon. We suppose, therefore. that Father
Malone, too, is now a fully-fledged Buddhist,
like the rest of us, and has thus put hims-
self In the pot—or, we should rather say, in
the censer—with the rest of the crowd,

If, however, It will help the good Christian
Blauss to ease up on the gravity of our of-
fense, we will say that in this little affair
of the Buddha's birthday the Brooklyn Eth-
ical Assoclatiorn was slmply the guest and
not the host of our Buddhist brother,

The artistically printed invitations which

each guest received from Dharmapala con-
tained in the lower left-hand corner the
pre-Buddhlstic and post-Buddhistic legend,
* Refreshments.” This mystieal lepend we
think we have sometimes seen on Christian
cards, and, being Interpreted, will explain
the * blessed lemonade and crackers'™
which Mr. Blansa raves over.
- I think, Mr. Editor, that we will all be-
I gln to see about this time that our friend
- Blauss has certainly contributed to the
gayety of two clties, if not to the *“ gayety
of nations,” in taking himself so seriously
and misunderstandingly In this whole mat-
ter.

At this point I wish to say, althoush it
may shock Mr. Blauss, that, individually, I
much regretted the non-arrival of the
anclent statue of Buddha, for I was
anxious to see what this debasing and hor-
rible idol was, which I had been early
taught that these heathens worshipped, and
I was anxlous to see, if I could, why it was
so vile for the Buddhists to use their
statue of Buddha exactly as the Christians
use a statue of a salnt, which latter is not
consldered wvlle at all, Perhaps Mr. B,
can tell us,

Now, sericusly, Mr, Editor, there has been
so much misunderstanding and misrepresent-
ation about the work and motives of these
Orientals In Ameriea and of the people who
are friendly to them here, that it is high
time that all persons like Mr. Blauss get
down at once from their rollicking hobby-
horse of ignorance and bigotry and stand
on the broad ground of * sweet reazonahle-
ness,’”” intelligent liberality, and g common
humanity, and try to understand and re-
spect the mental attitudes and motives of
all these people. Let us try to learn what
these Orientals can teach us of their own
creeds and races, so much misunderstood
and misrepresented by Christians, and try
to have a little broad human sympathy for
all creeds and peoples—at least try ta
know them intellimently before we talk
against them. We make a great fuss about
sending our missionaries to these racés and
getting a hearing from them, but some or
us seem to make a terrible objection if any

Daes It not sirike Mr. D, as

looking up .
Ifference ho-
fore he makes the next onslaught on the |

the sake of the gayety of the occaslon that
to confound the two systems as Mr. Rlauss |

If one :
should assume that a Jew was necessarily g |

of these Orientals try to talk to us and ex- ;

—

plain to us their creeds. Is this just or con-:
sistent or worthy of cur pretenslons of frees.
dom and superiority? Christianity, with all
its efforts in the past, has practically made
no Impression on these old creeds and
races. Is it not worth our while to try to
find out the reason why?

Now it is a goperal ignorance, prejudies,
and misrepresentation against the old creeds
and races svch as Mr., Blauss shows, that
the Brooklyn Ethical Association, and kin-
dred assoclations and individuals who have
been harvboring and encouriging our Orient-
ul brotheys, wouwld Iikke to see removed and
i bette= and truer understanding ol our fel-
low-men in all parts of the world brought
abaut, And it is thouznht that there i3 no
better way to do this than to have the true
blue—or, I should rather say. the true yel-
low—natives from those distant lands comse
to us and tell us fram their own lips and
eves What their eredds are, and let us see
what manner of men they are themselves in
frateimal converso., We want them zalso to
bring their so-called * idols ™ and ceremo-
nies with them as muach as they please, s0
that we can gzt reaily acquainted with them
also. Men like Mr. Blauss may not agree
with us in this opinion. but I rezard it as
it great favor and a great edueation to the
American people for these men to come
among us and instruct us In this way, and L
shaull certainly continue to help and en-
courage them in thiz good work wheraver I
cant What I azk for them, therefore, ia
only a faly, respectful, and cordial hearing,
alid not a merely condescendingly patroniz-
ing nttention which &2 man like Mr. Blauss
riizht be relurtantly induaced to give them. :

As to Lhie " blast of withering common
sense ' which Ale. Blauss refers to, pers .
haps he can explain how he would apply
that blast to tlie work of the Brooklyvn Eth-
ical Asszociation., And de we understand
that he would apply this sg-called wither-
ing process to the miracles and doctrines
of Christianity as freely as he would to
the miracles and doctrines of Buddhism ?
And are we alszo to umlerstand him to say
that Christlans never listen to, or *“regard -
with awe what they do not understand,”
but that only members of our society and
Laddhists Jdn this? These fow trifles require
explanation.

It may be proper {o here cuil Myr, Blauss's
attention to the fact that the majority of
our memboers are, or confess to be, Chris-
tiana of ali stripes, from Roman to Uni-
tarian, and I amp happy 1o say thiat we have
also sume Joews among us, as well as some
rationalists, agnostics, &e., and I will now -
askt 3lr. 13lauss to explain himself about =
fittle charzxe he makes against the Brook-.
lyn Ethical Association and its individual
members. He zavs: * They repudiate the
most vigorous mocal teaching which ever
swayed the consclousness of men and zc-
cept with solemn =atisfaction the flabbiest,
most inconseguentinl and emasculating dog-
ma which ever blighted the destiny of a
great peaple.”™ Now I would like to know
whiat he s hare talking about. Will Mp,
Dlauss please deflne what iz the speciflo
vigorous moral teaching that we repudiate,
either as o society or as Individeals? I was
not aware that we repudiated any vigorous
moral teaching, no matter whether it orig-
inated with Jew or Christian, Buddhist,
stoic, or Cunfucian. I would also like to
hawve Mr. Blauss clearly define the flabby,
emasculating dogma, &e., which, according
Lo Mr. Blauss, we have now adopted.

In Lthis whole matter I wish to finally add
that I speak as an lndividual member, and
not in any official capacity, but I think I
voice our general sentiment,

CHARLES M. HIGGINS.

Brooklyn, N. Y., May 27, 1897,
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